ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION

of the Union of Performing Artists STOART

(consolidated text considering amendments adopted by the General Meetings of Delegates

held on 4 March 2012 and on 2 March 2013)

The Union of Performing Artists STOART (Stowarzyszenie Związek Artystów Wykonawców STOART) originates from the Association of Unions of Performing Artists STOART, established in 1995. The founders and members of the Association of Unions were three Unions uniting performing artists representing all genres of music, namely: Union of Popular Music Performers in Poland STOMUR, Union of Polish Musical Artists SPAM and Polish Jazz Union - PSJ. In 2007, the Association of Unions was transformed  into the Union named the Union of Performing Artists STOART.

The transformation concerned the organisation of activity of STOART, whereas the objectives of its activity and the broad group of the Union’s members – performing artists representing all genres of music – remained unchanged.

Chapter I

General provisions

§ 1

The Union of Performing Artists STOART, hereinafter referred to as “STOART”, shall mainly operate on the ground of the Act of 7 April 1989 Law on associations (Polish Journal of Laws № 20, item 104, as amended), Act of 4 February 1994 on copyright and related rights (Polish Journal of Laws № 24, item 83, as amended), ratified international agreements related to copyright and related rights, and these Articles of Association.

§ 2
STOART shall be a voluntary, self-governing, permanent non-profit federation.

§ 3

STOART shall operate within the territory of the Republic of Poland, and its authorities shall be based in the capital city of Warsaw.

§ 4
1. STOART may be a member of national organisations with the same or similar profile of activity.

2. STOART may belong to international organisations as long as this does not violate the obligations under international agreements which the Republic of Poland is a party to.

3. In international contacts, STOART may use the English language name “Union of Performing Artists STOART".

§ 5

STOART shall have the status of a legal person.

§ 6
1. STOART shall base its activity on the social work of its members.

2. The principle referred to in par. 1 shall not preclude the possibility to introduce payments for performing a certain part of activity.

§ 7

STOART shall use the following seals:

1) round seal, with the following inscription around it: “Związek Artystów Wykonawców w Warszawie" (Union of Performing Artists in Warsaw) and in the centre – “STOART”,

2) elongated seal with the following inscription: „Związek Artystów Wykonawców STOART" (Union of Performing Artists STOART), the address, telephone numbers and tax identification (NIP) number.

Chapter II

Objectives and methods of their accomplishment

§ 8

The objective of STOART shall be:

1) collective management and protection of related rights entrusted in STOART and execution of rights under the Act on copyright and related rights,

2) popularisation of the activities of performing artists and facilitating the development of such activities,

3) providing material assistance to physical persons being ordinary members or candidate-members, as far as needed and possible.
§ 9

1. STOART shall accomplish its objectives by:
1) improving performance of collective management,
2) expressing its standpoint concerning issues related to all areas of musical culture,

3) cooperation with physical persons and organisations, both in Poland and abroad, pursuing or supporting objectives concurrent with those of STOART,

4) organising and conducting of symposia and courses under its name – within its own capabilities or together with supporting members, sponsors, other physical persons and organisations,

5) providing assistance and advisory with respect to management and protection of related rights, granting of the union’s awards, rewards, diplomas, as well as submitting motions for state and departmental distinctions and rewards for its members,

6) providing its ordinary members being physical persons and candidate-members with financial, material and legal assistance in the area of artistic and professional issues as well as material and welfare issues.
2. To ensure proper accomplishment of its statutory objectives, STOART may establish a social fund and a promotional fund.

Chapter III

Membership – establishment, suspension, termination

§ 10

1. Members of STOART may be physical and legal persons.

2. A legal person shall act within STOART through its representative.
§ 11
Members of STOART shall be divided into:

1) ordinary members,

2) candidate-members,
3) supporting members,

4) honorary members.

§ 12

1. Establishment of the relationship of ordinary, supporting and candidate membership shall take place as a result of submission of a bilateral statement of will: submitted and signed by the candidate – on joining STOART, by the Board – on admission into STOART.

2. The documents related to joining and admission into STOART shall be specified by the Board.

3. The candidate shall be entitled to appeal to the General Meeting of Delegates against a resolution refusing admission into STOART; the appeal shall be filed within one month of being served with the resolution containing justification. The appeal shall be submitted through the Board.
§ 13
1. In recognition for particular merits for STOART, physical persons may be granted the status of honorary member.

2. The status of honorary member of STOART shall be granted by the General Meeting of Delegates by way of resolution, upon the request of the Board or the Review Committee.

§ 14

1. An ordinary member may be a Polish citizen with full legal capacity, not deprived of public rights, a juvenile aged 16 to 18 with a limited legal capacity or a foreigner irrespective of the place of residence if the candidate submitting the statement of will on joining STOART meets the following conditions:

1) the candidate is an artist performing musical works or verbal and musical works as defined in the copyright law,

2) the candidate received payment for use of an artistic performance from any entity obliged to make such payment pursuant to the copyright law,
3) the candidate entrusted STOART in part or in whole with the management and protection of related laws.

2. An ordinary member may also be a legal person, conducting activity connected with the operating objectives of STOART and protecting the interests of performing artists represented by STOART.

§ 15

1. A candidate-member may be a physical person who meets the conditions specified in § 14 par. 1, except for the conditions referred to in par. 2 and 3 of that paragraph.

2. After fulfilment of the conditions referred to in § 14 par. 1 items 2 and 3, candidate membership shall be transformed into ordinary membership based on a resolution adopted immediately by the Board.

§ 16

1. A supporting member may be a legal person or a physical person with full legal capacity and not deprived of public rights.

2. A supporting member shall declare collaboration in accomplishment of the objectives of STOART and material support to its activity.

§ 17

1. The relationship of ordinary and candidate membership shall be suspended:

1) by force of the law,

2) as a result of validly imposed organisation penalty involving suspension in the membership rights,

3) in case of submission by the member of a written statement of will on suspension of membership as a result of events preventing them from performance of the obligations and taking advantage of membership rights for a prolonged time.

2. Membership suspension shall not involve termination of the membership status; however, the rights and obligations of an ordinary member and a candidate-member shall terminate.

§ 18
1. The relationship of ordinary and candidate membership shall terminate in case of:

1) leaving STOART as a result of submission by the member of a unilateral written statement of will – on the date of delivery of the statement to STOART so that the Union is able to acquaint itself with its content,
2) exclusion of the member from STOART on the ground of a valid resolution of the authorities of STOART – on the effective date of the resolution,

3) death of the member – physical person or termination of the legal person,

4) incapacitation or deprivation of a physical person of public rights – on the effective date on the court ruling on those issues,
5) winding up of STOART – on the date of winding up.

2. Re-establishment of the membership relationship between STOART and the excluded person shall not take place sooner than 8 years after the date of exclusion and only by way of a resolution of the General Meeting of Delegates, justified in writing and adopted during a secret vote upon the request of the excluded person or the authorities of STOART.

§ 19

1. The relationship of supporting membership shall terminate in case of:

1) leaving STOART as a result of submission by the member of a unilateral written statement of will – on the date of delivery of the statement to STOART so that the Union is able to acquaint itself with its content,
2) death of the member – physical person,
3) termination of the legal person,

4) failure to fulfil the obligations of supporting member, defined in the Articles of Association,

5) dissolution of STOART.

2. Termination of membership due to the reasons referred to in par. 1 item 4 shall take place on the ground of a resolution of the General Meeting of Delegates, adopted upon the request of the Board or the Review Committee.

§ 20

1. Honorary membership shall terminate in case of:
1) submission of a written statement of will on resignation from the status of honorary member – on the date of delivery of the statement to STOART so that the Union is able to acquaint itself with its content,

2) death of the honorary member,

3) depriving the honorary member of this status as a result of causing gross harm to STOART.

2. The honorary member shall be deprived of this status on the ground of a resolution of the General Meeting of Delegates, adopted upon the request of the Board or the Review Committee.

Chapter IV

Members, their rights and obligations

§ 21

An ordinary member shall be entitled to:

1) elect and be elected into the authorities of STOART,

2) leave STOART,

3) take advantage of the custody, assistance and other benefits provided by STOART,

4) participate in meetings, lectures, conferences, symposia, trainings, scholarships, events and other forms of activity organised by STOART,

5) obtain information on the activity of STOART,

6) address the authorities of STOART with motions, complaints and legislative initiative in connection with the activities performed by them,

7) wear the organisation badge.

              § 22

A candidate-member shall have the rights specified in § 21, with the exception of the right to elect and be elected into the authorities of STOART.

§ 23

An ordinary member shall:

1) observe the Articles of Association, regulations and resolutions of the authorities of STOART,

2) regularly pay the membership fees,

3) properly fulfil undertaken obligations related to the activity of STOART,

4) actively support the objectives of STOART,

5) take care of the prestige of STOART,

6) participate in the social work in favour of STOART.

§ 24

A candidate-member shall have the obligations specified in § 23, with the exception of the obligation to pay the membership fees.

§ 25

A supporting member shall have the rights specified in § 21 par. 2, 4-6.

§ 26

A supporting member shall regularly fulfil the declared performances and shall also fulfil the obligations specified in § 23, with the exception of the obligation to pay the membership fees.

Chapter V

Organisation penalties, means of appeal

§ 27

1. For failure to observe the obligations specified in § 23 by an ordinary member or a candidate-member, the Board – depending on the offence – may apply the following penalties by way of resolution:

1) admonition,

2) reprimand,

3) suspension in the rights of STOART member for a period from 6 months to 2 years,

4) exclusion from STOART.

2. The organisation penalty for failure to observe the obligation of regular membership fee payment may be applied if the default period exceeds 12 months, and after prior ineffective request served the member to pay the outstanding fees.

§ 28

1. The organisation penalty applied by the Board may be appealed to the Review Committee, within no more than one month of furnishing the member with the resolution containing a justification. The appeal shall be filed through the Board.

2. The appeal, together with written justification of its standpoint thereon, shall immediately be furnished by the Board to the Review Committee, which shall examine the appeal within one month of being furnished with it.

3. By way of resolution, the Review Committee may maintain the imposed penalty, revoke or change it, provided however that the change shall not be to the detriment of the appealing member.
4. The resolution of the Review Committee with respect to the organisation penalty imposed by the Board shall end the intra-organisation procedure in this case, subject to the exception specified in par. 5.
5. The organisation penalty involving exclusion from STOART, imposed by the Board and maintained in force by the Review Committee, may be appealed to the General Meeting of Delegates within the maximum of one month of furnishing the member with the resolution of the Review Committee containing its justification. The appeal shall be filed through the Review Committee, which shall request convening of the General Meeting of Delegates to review the appeal, within the maximum of three months of being furnished with the request. After review of the appeal, the General Meeting of Delegates may adopt a resolution pursuant to the provisions of par. 3.

6. An appeal filed after expiry of the deadlines specified in par. 1 and 5 shall be ineffective.

7. A decision imposing an organisation penalty shall become valid in the intra-association procedure if no measure of appeal may be exercised against it.

Chapter VI

Authorities, their election, competences, expiry and suspension of mandate,

mode of supplementing the composition of authorities.

§ 29

1. The authorities of STOART shall be:

1) General Meeting of Delegates,

2) Board,

3) Review Committee.

2. One person shall not be a member of the Board and the Review Committee at the same time.

§ 30

1. The authorities of STOART shall be elected for five-year terms. Their election shall be performed by way of secret vote, in the presence of at least one half of members authorised to vote, except for elections of delegates to the General Meeting of Delegates, whose election shall take place irrespective of the number of ordinary members participating in election meetings. Election of the authorities shall take place from among an unlimited number of candidates.

2. The term of the authorities of STOART and delegates to the General Meeting of Delegates shall begin on the date of convening the Ordinary General Meeting of Delegates and it shall last until the day preceding the date of holding the General Meeting of Delegates of the next term.

§ 31

1. Delegates who obtain the consecutive highest numbers of votes shall be elected into the Board and the Review Committee.

2. The provision of par. 1 shall apply, respectively, to election of deputies of a member of the Board and of the Review Committee.

3. The principles and mode of proposing candidates and conducting the vote shall be specified in the regulations of the General Meeting of Delegates.

§ 32

1. A member of the authorities shall:

1) have the right and obligation to initiate ideas and activities supporting accomplishment of the objectives of STOART,

2) have the obligation to participate in the meetings of the respective authority,

3) have the obligation to properly fulfil the responsibilities connected with the function of authority member and occupied position,

4) have the obligation to be loyal towards the respective authority, and in particular the obligation to act in an honest manner towards the authority, even if the member does not agree with the majority of its members.

2. If a member of the authorities does not fulfil the obligations referred to in par. 1 properly, the respective authority may request the General Meeting of Delegates to dismiss the member from that function.

§ 33

1. The mandate of a STOART authority member shall expire before the end of the term as a result of:

1) renouncement from the mandate, as a result of submission by the authority member of a written statement of will – on the date of delivery of the statement to STOART so that the Union is able to acquaint itself with its content,

2) dismissal from the function of STOART authority member – on the date of adoption by the General Meeting of Delegates of the resolution on dismissal,

3) termination of the membership in STOART.

2. The mandate of a STOART authority member shall be suspended in case of:

1) valid decision on imposing the organisation penalty involving suspension of STOART membership, effective on the date of such decision – for the duration of suspension,

2) request submitted by the STOART authority to the General Meeting of Delegates to dismiss the member from the function of authority member – effective on the date of the written request,

3) resolution of the Board on imposing the organisation penalty involving exclusion from STOART – effective on the date of adoption of the resolution until the effective date of the respective decision,

4) submission by the authority member of a unilateral written statement of will on suspension of STOART membership as a result of circumstances preventing performance of the obligation and taking advantage of membership rights over a prolonged time.

§ 34

1. Resolutions of the General Meeting of Delegates shall be adopted by ordinary majority of votes, in the presence of at least one half of the statutory number of delegates. Resolutions on amendment of the Articles of Association and winding up of STOART shall be adopted by the majority of 2/3 votes, in the presence of at least one half of the statutory number of delegates.

2. Resolutions of the Board and of the Review Committee shall be adopted by absolute majority of votes of the statutory number of members of those authorities.

3. The resolutions referred to in par. 1 and 2 shall be adopted in open votes. Participants of the meeting may adopt a decision on holding a secret vote.

General Meeting of Delegates

§ 35

1. The General Meeting of Delegates shall be the superior authority of STOART.

2. The General Meeting of Delegates shall be valid if attended by more than one half of the statutory number of delegates.

3. The General Meeting of Delegates may be ordinary or extraordinary.

4. The General Meeting of Delegates shall adopt decisions in the form of resolutions.

5. The General Meeting of Delegates shall proceed according to the agenda adopted by the Meeting.

§ 36

The General Meeting of Delegates shall consist of 45 delegates elected by ordinary members of STOART during three delegate election meetings.

§ 37

1. Elections of the delegates shall be ordered by the Board, scheduling the elections on one or two days falling no later than 60 days before the expiry of 5 years after beginning of the term of the General Meeting of Delegates.

2. Thirty (30) days before the scheduled date of delegate elections, the Board shall suspend the possibility of adopting decisions on admitting ordinary members into STOART. Decisions with respect to suspended members shall be adopted by the Board elected for the subsequent term.

3. The date and venue of each delegate election meeting shall be notified by the Board to ordinary STOART members no later than 30 days before the scheduled election date.

4. Delegate election meetings shall be divided into three music genres – into delegate election meeting in the segments of popular, classical and jazz music.

5. Ordinary STOART members with active and passive election rights, whose membership is not suspended, shall be entitled to participate in delegate election meetings.

6. An ordinary STOART member shall only be entitled to participate in one delegate election meeting only.

7. No later than 6 months before expiry of the term of the authorities and delegates, the Board shall notify ordinary members of their right to submit a written declaration on their intention to participate in the delegate election meeting for the given music genre (popular, classical, jazz) within 30 days of being furnished with the notification.

8. In case of failure to submit the declaration referred to in par. 7, or in case of its submission after expiry of the deadline specified in the aforementioned paragraph, an ordinary member shall be entitled to participate in the delegate election meeting for the music genre specified as the leading one in the document on joining and admission to STOART.

9. During each election meeting, 15 delegates and 2 delegate deputies who obtain the consecutive highest numbers of votes shall be elected in a secret vote.

10. The rules governing submission of candidates and conducting delegate elections shall be specified in the regulations of the delegate election meeting, adopted by the General Meeting of Delegates.

§ 38

The competences of the General Meeting of Delegates shall include:

1) reviewing and approval of reports on the activity of the receding Board and Review Committee,

2) granting or refusal to grant the vote of confidence to the receding authorities,

3) from among the delegates, election of:

a) 9 members of the Board,

b) 6 Board member deputies,

c) 5 members of the Review Committee,

d) 2 Review Committee member deputies,

4) determination of the main directions of the activity of STOART during the current term,

5) reviewing motions of the Board or the Review Committee on dismissal of a member of those authorities,

6) reviewing appeals to an organisation penalty involving exclusion from STOART,

7) reviewing appeals to a resolution refusing admission to STOART,

8) granting and withdrawal of the status of honorary STOART member,

9) reviewing motions of the Board or the Review Committee on termination of supporting membership,

10) issuance of the regulations of:

a) the General Meeting of Delegates,

b) the Delegate Election Meeting,

c) activity of the Board,

d) activity of the Review Committee,

e) promotion fund,

f) social fund,

g) repartition,

11) introduction of amendments into the Articles of Association,

12) winding up of STOART and adoption of a decision to allocate its assets to a specific purpose,

13) adopting decisions with respect to issues in which the Articles of Association do not determine competence of STOART authorities.

Ordinary General Meeting of Delegates

§ 39

An Ordinary General Meeting of Delegates shall be convened by the Board, which shall schedule it on a day falling within 7 days before expiry of the period of 5 years after the beginning of STOART authorities’ term.

§ 40

1. Participants of the General Meeting of Delegates shall be:

1) with the voting right – delegates,

2) with the right to provide advisory:

a) honorary members,

b) supporting members,

c) members of the receding Board and the Review Committee, not being delegates,

d) persons invited by the Board.

2. The date, venue and agenda of the General Meeting of Delegates shall be notified by the Board to the delegates and other participants of the Meeting no later than 30 days before the scheduled date of the Meeting, along with furnishing them with respective materials for the meeting.

§ 41
1. Proceedings of the General Meeting of Delegates shall be headed by its presidium, elected from among the delegates in an open vote, consisting of: chairperson, deputy chairperson, secretary and deputy secretary.

2. Election of the presidium of the Ordinary General Meeting of Delegates shall be ordered and conducted by the chairperson of the receding Board after determination that the Meeting is valid.

Extraordinary General Meeting of Delegates
§ 42

1. An Extraordinary General Meeting of Delegates shall be convened by the Board: upon its own initiative, upon a written request of the Review Committee, upon a written request of the group of 1/5 registered number of ordinary STOART members.

2. The person requesting convening of the Extraordinary General Meeting of Delegates shall specify in the justification the urgent case(s) belonging to the competence of the General Meeting of Delegates.

3. The Board shall convene the Extraordinary General Meeting of Delegates, and it shall schedule it on a day falling no later than 90 days after receipt of the written request with justification.

4. Participants of the Extraordinary General Meeting of Delegates shall be the persons specified in § 40 par. 1, with the exception of persons referred to in item 2 letter c) of that paragraph.

5. Provisions of § 40 par. 2 shall apply respectively to the Extraordinary General Meeting of Delegates.

§ 43

1. Proceedings of the Extraordinary General Meeting of Delegates shall be headed by its presidium, consisting of: chairperson, treasurer and secretary of the Board.

2. The Extraordinary General Meeting of Delegates shall only proceed on the affairs it is convened for.

Board

§ 44

The competences of the Board shall include:

1) management of the ongoing activity of STOART and external representation of STOART,

2) execution of resolutions of the General Meeting of Delegates,

3) determination of detailed directions of activity of STOART,

4) determination of periodic plans related to the activity of STOART,
5) approval of annual reports on the activity of STOART,

6) adopting the budget and approval of annual financial statements,
7) supervision and control over performance by STOART of collective management and protection of related rights,

8) management of the assets of STOART,

9) making decisions on purchasing, sales and encumbering of immovable and movable assets,

10) determination of the amount of membership fees and principles related to payment,

11) convening the General Meeting of Delegates,

12) submission to the General Meeting of Delegates of reports on the activity of the Board,

13) admission into STOART of ordinary, supporting and candidate-members,

14) addressing the General Meeting of Delegates with proposals on granting or cancelling the status of honorary member,

15) maintaining a register of STOART members,

16) imposing of organisation penalties,

17) addressing the General Meeting of Delegates with proposals related to termination of supporting membership and dismissal from the function of Board member,

18) reviewing of complaints and proposals related to the activity of the Board and members of STOART,

19) determination of the kinds of documents related to joining and admission to STOART,

20) preparation of the organisation badge,

21) collaboration with physical and legal persons with respect to accomplishment of the objectives of STOART,

22) adopting decisions on joining national or international organisations by STOART,

23) approval of the regulations of the Executive Office,

24) preparation for approval of tables specifying royalties for using the works or objects of related rights,

25) preparation of drafts of regulations to be issued by the General Meeting of Delegates,

26) adopting decisions on conducting business activity.

§ 45

Statements of will on behalf of the Board shall be submitted by – acting jointly – the chairperson or vice-chairperson and secretary or deputy secretary. Signature of the treasurer or deputy treasurer shall also be required for validity of a statement of will with respect to property rights and obligations of STOART.

§ 46

1. The Board shall consist of 9 members.

2. Within no more than 7 days of election of its members, the Board shall elect from among them the chairperson, two vice-chairpersons, treasurer and two deputy treasurers, as well as secretary and two deputy secretaries – in secret votes, by ordinary majority of votes, in the presence of at least 2/3 of the statutory number of Board members.

3. The Board may make changes on any of the positions referred to in par. 2, in a secret vote, by an absolute majority of votes of the statutory number of Board members.

4. The Board may appoint the Presidium, consisting of: chairperson, secretary and treasurer of the Board.

5. The rules governing the activity and manner of operation of the Board and its Presidium shall be determined in the regulations issued by the General Meeting of Delegates.

Review Committee

§ 47

1. The Review Committee shall control all the activities of STOART.

2. The competences of the Review Committee shall include in particular:

1) controlling, at least once a year, all the activities of STOART,

2) furnishing the General Meeting of Delegates with reports on its own activity and proposals with respect to granting or refusal to grant a vote of confidence to the Board,

3) convening the General Meeting of Delegates if not convened by the Board by the deadline or in the manner specified in the Articles of Association,

4) furnishing the Board with comments, evaluations and findings from performed control,

5) right to request convening of the Extraordinary General Meeting of Delegates,

6) right to request convening a meeting of the Board in order to discuss the comments, evaluations and findings from performed control,

7) reviewing appeals against organisation penalties imposed by the Board,

8) addressing the General Meeting of Delegates with proposals concerning:

a) granting or cancellation of the status of honorary member,

b) cancellation of supporting membership,

c) dismissals from the function of Review Committee member,

9) selection of the expert auditor to conduct audit of the financial statements of STOART.

§ 48

1. The Review Committee shall be entitled to request the executive office, members and authorities of STOART to submit written or verbal explanations concerning the issues constituting the subject of control.

2. Members of the Review Committee, appointed by its chairperson, shall be entitled to participate – with the right to advise – in meetings of the Board.

3. The Review Committee shall be entitled to view all documents of STOART.

4. The Review Committee shall be entitled to seek the assistance of experts and specialists.

§ 49

1. The Review Committee shall consist of 5 members.

2. Within no more than 7 days of election of its members, the Review Committee shall elect from among them the chairperson, vice-chairperson, secretary and deputy secretary – in secret votes, by an ordinary majority of votes, in the presence of at least 2/3 of the statutory number of Review Committee members.

3. The Review Committee may make changes on any of the positions referred to in par. 2, in a secret vote, by an absolute majority of votes of the statutory number of Review Committee members.

4. The rules governing the activity and manner of operation of the Review Committee shall be determined in the regulations issued by the General Meeting of Delegates.

Supplementing of the personal composition of the authorities

§ 50

1. If the mandate of a delegate to the General Meeting expires before the end of the term, on the date of expiry the mandate shall be taken over by a deputy delegate belonging to the same group of delegates as the person whose mandate expired. In case of two delegate deputies, the mandate shall be obtained by the one who obtained a higher number of votes in the elections or the “first deputy” as defined in the regulations of the delegate election meeting.

2. If the mandate of a member of the Board or the Review Committee expires before the end of the term, on the date of expiry the mandate shall be taken over by a deputy of the Board or the Review Committee member who obtained the consecutive highest number of votes during the elections or by the deputy according to the numbering sequence as defined in the regulations of the General Meeting of Delegates of the Union of Performing Artists STOART.
3. If the composition of STOART authorities cannot be supplemented in the mode prescribed in par. 1 and 2, the Board shall immediately convene an Extraordinary General Meeting of Delegates or a Delegate Election Meeting in order to conduct supplementary elections of STOART authority members. Provisions of the Articles of Association concerning election of STOART authorities shall apply respectively to the supplementary elections.

Executive Office

§ 51

1. The Executive Office, cooperating with the authorities of STOART in performance of the Union’s objectives, shall be established within STOART.

2. The Executive Office shall be managed by the director, acting based on an agreement concluded between the director and STOART.

3. The Director of the Executive Office shall perform activities related to labour law on behalf of STOART.

4. The scope of activity and the organisation structure of the Executive Office shall be specified in the regulations approved by the Board.
Chapter VII

Collective management and protection of related rights

§ 52

The scope of collective management of related rights and their protection shall cover the kind of artistic performance of the works and the fields of exploitation defined in compliance with the copyright law.

§ 53

1. From the royalties charged for using the objects of related rights, STOART shall retain a fixed amount and allocate it to covering the costs of collective management and protection of related rights and execution of rights under the copyright law.

2. The retained amount referred to in par. 1 shall not exceed the equivalent of 20 percent of the collected royalties.

3. Determination of the applicable percentage of the collected royalties shall remain in the competence of the Board.

§ 54

In particular, STOART shall conduct collective management by:

1) maintaining a register of artistic performances,

2) negotiating and concluding agreements with users,

3) monitoring broadcasting and public performance of works,

4) collection of royalties from users,

5) pursuing claims for royalties within court proceedings,

6) distribution of royalties among entitled entities.

§ 55

1. Entrusting STOART with the management and protection of related rights shall take place based on an “organisation commitment” submitted by the interested party and accepted by STOART.

2. The template of the “organisation commitment” shall be approved by the Board.

§ 56

1. STOART may execute management and protection of related rights of physical persons, not being members of STOART, as well as of legal persons vested with the rights of physical persons.

2. The management and protection referred to in par. 1 shall be performed by STOART based on agreements and based on provisions of civil law concerning management of third party affairs without being instructed to do so.

3. STOART may perform management and protection of related rights of foreign and Polish performing artists and their legal successors based on agreements concluded with foreign organisations for collective management and ratified international agreements.

§ 57

Distribution of royalties among the entitled entities, as referred to in § 54 par. 6, shall take place based on the repartition regulations issued by the General Meeting of Delegates.

Chapter VIII

Assets of STOART

§ 58

1. The assets of STOART shall be made up by membership fees, donations, legacies, bequests, income from its own activity, income from the assets of STOART, income from charity, social work of STOART members and from subsidies.

2. The sources of asset generation referred to in par. 1 shall not preclude STOART from obtaining its assets in another way allowed by the law.

§ 59

1. STOART may conduct business activity.

2. Income from business activity shall be used for accomplishment of the statutory objectives and may not be distributed among STOART members.

3. The decision on conducting business activity shall be made by the Board after consulting the opinion of the Review Committee.
Chapter IX

Amendment of the Articles of Association, winding up of STOART

§ 60

1. A resolution on amendment of the Articles of Association as well as a resolution on winding up of STOART shall be adopted by the General Meeting of Delegates by the majority of at least 2/3 votes in the presence of at least one half of the statutory number of delegates.

2. A draft resolution on amendment of the Articles of Association or winding up of STOART may only be subjected to voting if these issues are included in the agenda of the General Meeting of Delegates.

3. In case of adoption of a resolution on winding up of STOART, the liquidators of the Union shall be the members of its Board.
Chapter X

Transitory and final provisions

§ 61

Ordinary membership relation which existed before the effective date of amendments into the Articles of Association shall not expire.

§ 62

The term of STOART authorities and their members elected before the effective date of amendments to the Articles of Association shall end upon expiry of the term specified in the provisions applicable before the effective date of the amendments to the Articles of Association.

§ 63

In case of ambiguities, actual meaning of the provisions of the Articles of Association and regulations issued on the basis hereof shall be determined by the General Meeting of Delegates.

§ 64

The Articles of Association in their current wording, considering the amendments adopted on 4 March 2012 and on 2 March 2013, shall come into effect on the date of registration of the amendments by the registry court.

The Articles of Association have been registered in the National Court Register based on the decision of the District Court for the Capital City of Warsaw, 12th Trade Division of the National Court Register dated 21 March 2013 (case reference:

WA.XII NS-REJ.KRS/019306/12/362).

PAGE  
2

